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Happy New Year, and 
welcome to the Winter 

edition of the Marist Mail. 
I hope that everyone had a 
relaxing Christmas and New 
Year, spending time with 
loved ones.  This is a time 
for reflection on the year 
that has just passed.  It is a 
time to look back and see all 
that we have accomplished 
and how much we have 
grown – physically, 
academically, mentally and 
emotionally.  It is also a time 
to look forward.  A time to 
set goals for the coming 
year, and I know that many 
elementary classes have 
been busy writing New 
Year’s resolutions and been 
discussing what they want 
to achieve for 2012.    
I would also like to set 
goals for the remainder of 
this school year.  I would 
like to have a successful 
school year with all students 
learning and making 
progress in a safe, inspiring 
environment.  I would like 
the WASC visit in March to 

be a success and show how 
much we have grown since 
their last visit.  My last goal 
is to do as much as I can to 
promote MBIS and its 60 
year history in Kobe.  As we 
celebrate 60 years, my goal 
is to ensure that it is around 
for another 60 years, bigger 
and better than ever.  With 
uncertain economic times, 
it’s been tough going for 
all international schools 
in Japan (and, indeed, for 
most businesses); however, 
we have such a great school 
and a strong community.  
Together, we have the 
potential to build a very 
bright future.   

Stay Safe,

Marijana Munro
Head of School
munrom@marist.ac.jp

Marist Mail

Marist Brothers 
International School Christmas at Marist

This year’s Christmas continued our 
great festive traditions, as you can see 
on the following pages.  Although these 
images only capture a ‘slice’ of events at 
school (and beyond), they demonstrate 
the involvement of everyone in our school 
community.  Parents, students, teachers 
and staff, thank you for your support!  
What a wonderful time of the year…

On this page: Ms. Tan’s Grade Two presents 
the annual Nativity Play.

“The annual Grade 2 Nativity Play was 
a delightful success. The students of 
Grade 2 worked hard to memorize 
their lines and the tunes to the 
hymns. They showed respect 
and thanks to their peers and 
their teachers, such as Mr. 
Bagaipo who helped with 
the music and Ms. Cooreman 
who helped with the beautiful 
blue and purple backdrop of the 
play. Thank you Grade 2 for your 
tremendous effort!” – Ms. Tan.



The Lower School hosted their 
Christmas Assembly, featuring 
entertainment from every grade, 

including the Montessori students, 
who stole everyone’s hearts with a selection 

of carols.  While the students retired to 
their classrooms for parties, the Upper 

School took over the cafeteria with their 
Christmas Brunch.  Bands, groups and 

performers provided the entertainment.  
A carol competition saw each house 

fight it out to be first in line for 
a magnificent buffet – one of 

the best ‘spreads’ in recent 
years, with delights that 

reflected our wonderful 
cultural diversity.  



Our Montessori students enjoyed their 
annual Christmas Party at the Shioya 
Club.  They sang, played, created, and 
were visited by a very special guest...



The Elementary Student Council held a 
mini spelling contest in January.  It was a 
successful event as each team spelled their 
way through a list of words.  The ending 
was suspenseful, with fourth grade and 
first grade battling it out with the last 
remaining two words.  In the end, Grade 
4 claimed their victory and won a bag of 
goodies for their whole class! Nonetheless, 
it was great to see all the participants spell 
their words with confidence, as well as 
feel and hear the great Marist spirit from 
all their classmates and teachers! 

IT's  BEE  SEASON!
Marist’s Grade 8 English classes have recently been ‘buzzing’ 
with spelling activities and mini contests.  Although spelling 
and vocabulary are recurring curricula elements, entry into the 
Japan Times Spelling Bee has added plenty of extra incentive 
for our students.  Originally started by American pastors in 
the latter half of the 18th century, a spelling bee is an event 
where young students compete to correctly spell words. It 
is an extremely popular event in the U.S and its popularity is 
expanding around the globe.  Although the tension that comes 
with such a competition can be daunting, the opportunity 
and required practice really helps to strengthen spelling and 
vocabulary acquisition.  This year will be the third annual Japan 
Times Spelling Bee.  Grade 8 students really enjoyed fighting it 
out to become the school’s representative in Tokyo, but it was 
always going to be tough to win – our eventual winner this 
year, Yuichi Yoshioka, also happens to be the current national 
champion (and he also went on to compete in the USA final).  
The Japan Times Spelling Bee will be held in March, and we 
know that Yuichi will be a strong contender once again, and a 
fantastic representative for our school. Good luck, Yuichi! 



CELEBRATE

60th Anniversary 
Dinner Celebration
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Friday, February 10, 2012
Kitano Club Sola 
Doors Open 6:30

Tickets ¥8,000
Dress Code: Formal

Free Parking

Reservations & Enquiries: contact Mrs. Marijana Munro, Head of School, munrom@marist.ac.jp

High School Boys 
Soccer

High School Girls 
Soccer

Middle School Boys 
Soccer

Middle School Girls 
Basketball

Saturday, February 
4th

@ Kyoto TBC @MBIS
vs. Osaka

@ MBIS
vs. Osaka & CA

Saturday, February 
11th

@ Canadian 
Academy

@ Canadian 
Academy

@ Osaka @ MBIS
vs. Nagoya

Saturday, February 
18th

@ Osaka @ Osaka @ Marist
vs. Kyoto

@ Osaka

Friday, March 2nd @ Iwakuni @ Canadian 
Academy 
WJAA Final

@ MBIS
WJAA FinalSaturday, March 

3rd
TBC

Friday, March 9th @ Canadian 
Academy
WJAA Final

@ Nagoya
WJAA FinalSaturday, March 

10th

SEASON  THREE  SCHEDULE

COME AND SUPPORT YOUR TEAM!
Note: schedule is subject to change.  Please contact the school for more details.  Schedule updates are available at the Bulldogs website: www.maristbulldogs.com



VARSITY  BOYS  BASKETBALL

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  BOYS
BASKETBALL

SEASON  TWO

With a very young squad, this year’s Varsity team was 
always up for a tough season, yet under the guidance 
of Coach Black, they have clearly improved in leaps 
and bounds.  Recently recording a close victory over 
Sons of Light, they are about to begin their season-
ending tournament.  Good luck boys!

VARSITY  GIRLS  BASKETBALL

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  GIRLS
SOCCER

SEASON  TWO

“Our basketball season was very difficult.  We had 
to endure some rough training, but it was worth it, 
because the Bulldogs achieved victory in almost every 
game.  Some minor setbacks got in our way, but after 
learning from our mistakes, we got better and better.  
Although we lost the most important game, we are 
determined to get the first place trophy next year.”  - 
Ando Hadi.

“This season started off with many ups and downs, 
but as we were able to maintain great teamwork, we 
always tried our best, and kept up the Marist spirit in 
all our games.  We would like to thank our coach, Ms. 
Jones, who in her debut season was a great support.  
Otsukare to all the girls; You all shined.  Good luck 
next year!” – Yuri Noh.

The Varsity Girls team had a great end to their season.  
A strong performance in the first day of the MBIS 
tournament meant they were into the semi-final game.  
However, they were up against a very strong (and tall) 
Nagoya team.  In one of the greatest games in recent 
memory, the girls pulled off a 17 point comeback to 
win by a point – with four seconds left on the clock.  
In the championship game they really put Kyoto to 
the test, but ultimately came up short.  With such a 
young team (most of the girls are in Grade 9 and 8!), 
the future looks very bright.



“This writing workshop is fun,” Tsukika exclaimed! “I 
like writing, especially about Christmas,” explained 
Zara, during kindergarten writing workshop.  Whether 
writing for the Pumpkin Festival Contest, completing 
New Year’s resolutions or writing to their pen pals in 
the United States, this enthusiasm for writing is seen at 
all grade levels in the Lower School.  Throughout the 
school year, Marist students write across the curriculum, 
participate in workshops, and complete projects and 
assignments from over five different writing genres.  
The writing curriculum in the Lower School is based 
on the California State Academic Standards and our 
teachers work hard to make writing fun, relevant and 
exciting for our students.
At Marist, students engage in narrative and procedural 
writing, literature responses, persuasive papers, report 
writing, poetry units and formal and informal letter 
writing in their classes.   Our Lower School teachers 
utilize innovative and developmentally appropriate 
teaching methods to deliver their writing lessons and 
improve their students’ writing skills.
Currently, the students in the Lower School are working 
on many exciting writing assignments, including: 
informational writing (Animal Reports, Famous 
People Reports, Ancient Civilizations) and procedural 
writing (How to Make a Pizza, How to Make Orange 
Juice, How to Make a Snowman). In addition, students 
sharpen their writing skills by working on winter poetry, 
recording their thoughts in journals, writing essays 
and fictional stories using prompts, and responding to 
books they've read. There's no shortage of opportunities 
for Marist students to become better writers.
Visit your child’s classroom, look at our bulletin boards 
and speak with your child’s teachers to learn more 
about writing at Marist. You will be amazed at the 
young author’s we are developing at our school.

WRITING  IN  THE
LOWER  SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY  STUDENT  LEARNING
EXPECTATIONS  AWARDS

Student Learning Expectations
The MBIS student will demonstrate:

Knowledge by:
Developing intellectually, physically, and artistically 
Thinking independently, critically and creatively
Taking responsibility as self-directed, life-long learners
Being prepared for a technologically changing world
Setting priorities and attainable goals in order to maximize potential
         
Communication by:
Demonstrating competency in reading and writing in English
Being poised, articulate, and effective public speakers
Listening to others with focus and courtesy 

Character by:
Developing spiritually and emotionally
Acting respectfully and compassionately 
Taking responsibility for their own actions and behaviors
Demonstrating honesty and integrity in all relationships
   
Citizenship by:
Respecting world cultures and their languages
Building bridges in a multicultural world
Responding compassionately and empathetically to the needs of others
Performing service to improve the lives of others
Valuing and developing teamwork

This month the MBIS teachers found it appropriate 
to celebrate the Student Learning Expectation, 
‘Setting priorities and attainable goals in order to 
maximize potential’, as we returned to school in 
2012.  It is always important for students to set goals 
and prioritize, but the beginning of a new year is 
a special time to think specifically about goals for 
the upcoming year. Over the past few weeks, many 
students have worked on setting attainable goals and 
writing New Year’s resolutions, in order to maximize 
their potential. Some focused on academic goals, 
social and personal goals and also athletic goals. We 
were especially lucky to have a few brave students 
share their goals at morning assembly.  Best of luck 
to all our students in 2012!

January SLE Award winners:

Jacob Gens, Joshua Whitney, Aki Hirai, Affan Razik,
Junmin Chang, Kento Nakamura, Sora Ono, 
Shion Seto, Shotaro Hamada, Sena Hamada, Hiina 
Clair Shiota, Jeen Kim, Kaho Toyoyama, Motoya 
Kawahara.



WINTER  BAND  CONCERT
The Winter Band Concert saw Mr. Lenart and 
the Marist Symphonic Band entertain us with 
another great selection of Christmas classics.  
This year he was joined by Mr. Tokunaga (on 
sitar) and Grade Three, who gave some great 
renditions of Indian traditional music. 

ST. MICHAELS  GIN
PRESENTATION

TEACHER  TRAINING
WITH  A  DIFFERENCE

While students may see it as a holiday, for teachers 
it was anything but.  On Tuesday, January 24th, 
faculty and staff were once again involved in 
professional development.  The morning was 
spent preparing for our upcoming WASC visit 
and reviewing the school-wide strategic plan.  
The afternoon was spent receiving training in 
CPR and the use of the AED machine.  School 
Nurse, Ms. Shimomura had arranged for the 
school doctor, Dr. Hisamatsu, and an AED 
specialist, Mr. Kanabe, to come and address 
the staff on the most up to date procedures for 
CPR, the Heimlich manoeuvre, and instructions 
on how to use the AED machine.  After a 
lecture, Q&A session, and a demonstration, 
staff members were let loose to practice on CPR 
dummies.  The importance of knowing what to 
do in an emergency has built confidence in all 
the staff members.  This type of training is vital 
and we all learned that quick actions save lives.  
While I hope that we never have to use these new 
skills, it is reassuring that our staff has undergone 
training which will maximize their effectiveness 
in emergency situations.

Marist’s Global Issues Network (GIN) group is all 
about action.  As you may have read in previous 
editions, the group spends time each week 
discussing topical issues, but always with a focus 
on being proactive – and that includes getting 
out in the community, encouraging collaboration 
and spreading awareness.  Recently they travelled 
to St. Michaels International School to give a 
presentation on a locally significant issue – the 
land dispute between Japan and Korea over the 
Liancourt Rocks islets (Takeshima/Dokdo).  
“It was fantastic to see the students representing 
the school so well” said Mrs. Munro, “They 
clearly had a solid understanding of the issue and 
worked well to answer the questions of a very 
curious group of 5th and 6th Grade students.”  
According to group member, Simon Gruening, 
“We try to approach the issues with an objective 
stance.  We were trying to promote awareness, 
but not provide an agenda on the argument.”  
The group encouraged the St. Michael’s students 
to debate the issue and come up with a realistic 
and positive conclusion. 
“The Marist GIN group tries to actively improve 
the world we live in,” says Simon, “by taking 
the initiative and encouraging others to do the 
same.”



The MBIS 
Alumni Association

www.marist-kobe.com

A  VISIT  FROM  SLIPPERS
Mrs. Jones recently brought her Slippers to school.  
Slippers is a Chilean Degu and Elementary students 
enjoyed watching him run on his wheel and climb 
up and down his cage. Some students were even 
lucky enough to hold Slippers or stroke his soft fur. 
Many students had not heard of degus before (and to 
be honest, Mrs. Jones had not heard of degus before 
she met Slippers) so they found him very interesting.  
Some of things about Slippers that surprised students 
were the brushy patch at the end of his tail, his bright 
orange teeth (why doesn’t he clean them?) and how he 
stands on his hind legs and holds his food in the other 
two when eating.  One thing degus don’t like is loud 
noise, but all the students did a great job of keeping 
their noise down when meeting Slippers.  Slippers was 
very tired when we got home. He slept well that night. 
It was a big first day of school for him! 


