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MISSION
We educate students in a nurturing environment based on 
Catholic values and the traditions of the Marist Brothers.  
We provide a rigorous program of study that prepares our 

students for higher education, internationally and in Japan.  Our 
students will gain knowledge, be effective communicators, develop 

good character and become responsible citizens 
of a global society.

VISION
Marist Brothers International School will make students our 

utmost priority and encourage them to achieve their full potential, 
fostering spiritual growth, appreciation of cultural diversity 
and develop a life-long love of learning. We will provide the 

opportunity for all stakeholders to develop a sense of community, 
spirit, and pride in our school.

Welcome to Marist Brothers 
International School
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Marist Brothers International School (MBIS) is committed to excellence in 
education.  Over the past 60 years, our students have consistently gone on 
to attend the top universities and colleges around the world.  We believe that 
education goes beyond a rigorous and stimulating curriculum.  Our holistic 
approach includes a focused dedication to character – developing skills which 
make our students stand out from the crowd.  This is a fundamental compo-
nent of the Marist ‘difference’.
The school’s facilities include modern classrooms, a large gymnasium, weight 
room, cafeteria, library, art rooms, computer room, and science laboratories.  
Located in a quiet residential area, between Kobe’s green hills and the nearby 
sea, MBIS has close access (a two minute walk) to two major rail lines and is 
only ten minutes from downtown Kobe.
Our teachers are fully certified and highly experienced.  Many of our staff 
have been with the school for long tenures, reflecting the quality of the school 
and their dedication to our students.  Their inspired, student-centered teach-
ing is complemented by low student-teacher ratios – ensuring that every stu-
dent has access to intensive support.  Our curriculum adheres to the Califor-
nia State Standards and MBIS is fully accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  Although MBIS is founded on Catholic 
religious principles, we welcome all students, regardless of religion, race, or 
nationality.  We believe our community is our strength and hope that you can 
join us and experience the Marist difference.



Why MBIS?

30+
nations represented 
on campus - a truly 
international experience!

11Advanced Placement 
courses on offer

97%
of students go on to 

attend university

1951
Proudly serving the 

Kansai region

Since

9
Fully certified, highly 

experienced teachers from

different nations 30+
athletic championships 

since 2000

1
language - all core classes 

are taught in English

20+
clubs and activities

to participate in

Our Proud Tradition

The Marist Brothers, a religious 
congregation of Catholic educators, 
was founded in 1817 by Saint Marcellin 
Champagnat.  As the congregation grew, 
so did its role in education throughout 
the world, and today there are over 
700 Marist schools (and over 500,000 
students).  In 1951, Brother Charles 
Fojoucyk and Brother Stephan Weber 
founded a new Marist school in Kobe.  In 
its earliest days, the school consisted of 
two tatami rooms and sixteen students, 
but it was destined to develop into the 
highly-regarded institution it is today: 
Marist Brothers International School.
Although the Brothers no longer 
perform an active teaching role at the 
school, we continue to honor their 
traditions through our educational 
philosophy: based on Roman Catholic 
values and the ideals of Saint Marcellin 
Champagnat. 
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25+ years hosting Japan’s premier 
Model United Nations event

7:1
student:teacher ratio



Our Montessori Preschool Program 
caters to children aged 3-5. The specially 
designed classrooms provide highly 
stimulating environments for the 
students, including areas where they 
can make discoveries through sensorial 
learning, develop mathematics skills, 
and attain practical life skills. A strong 
focus is placed on English language 
development through phonics, whole 
language building, and group circle times 
conducted throughout the day. Children 
are enriched through science, culture, 
geography and art activities. They learn 
to respect other’s work and space, excuse 
themselves, greet each other, and treat 
each other fairly. They also take an active 
role in maintaining their classroom.  The 
mixed-aged students share the same 
classroom and learn from each other.  
This interaction actively supports the 
growth of the younger children, while 
older children have opportunities to 
reinforce their knowledge by sharing it.

Montessori Program Elementary Program

The Elementary Program (grades one 
to six) at Marist Brothers International 
School focuses on developing the 
whole child.  At its core is an academic 
program emphasizing reading, writing, 
and mathematical skills, along with 
comprehensive units of Social Studies and 
Science.  Science classes utilize our fully-
equipped laboratories.  Our curriculum is 
based on the California State Standards, 
adapted to suit the needs of our diverse, 
multicultural student body.  The core 
curriculum is complemented with 
regular classes of Art, Computer Studies, 
Religious Education, Music, Japanese, 
Library, Health, and Physical Education.  
Regular field trips are provided to enrich 
the in-class programs.  Various levels of 
intensive language support are available 
to students whose first language is not 
English.  MBIS limits its class sizes to 
ensure optimal student:teacher ratios.

Yo
u

r
 C

h
il

d
’s

 F
u

tu
r

e 
St

ar
ts

 H
er

e



Upper School Program after school englishsummer school English Language Learners

The MBIS Preschool and Elementary Summer School 
programs give children aged 3-12 an opportunity to 
build language, social, and intellectual skills in a safe and 
caring environment.  The four-week programs include 
many exciting and stimulating field trips.  Our goal is to 
offer a wide range of activities with a balance of fun and 
learning.  
The Upper School program is centered on remedial 
learning, offering an opportunity to complete required 
graduation credits.  Additionally, literacy and SAT-
preparation courses are offered.
   

The ELL (English Language Learner) program at Marist 
Brothers International School serves our students 
through a combination of individualized instruction, 
sheltered, and academic support programs. Our 
belief is that language learning is a process that each 
student masters at his or her own pace. The goal of the 
department is to develop students’ social and academic 
language skills through Language Arts and content 
focused courses in a small class environment.  Intensive 
support is available from Grade 1 to Grade 8, with 
additional skills course available in later grades.

Upper School students are challenged 
at each grade level with a range of 
courses, including Language Arts 
(English), Mathematics, Science, 
Social Studies, Foreign Languages, 
Religious Studies, and Physical 
Education. Additionally, courses 
may differ in subject, theme, or level 
of difficulty, each year.  For example, 
Science courses include Physics, 
Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, 
and Science in Society.  
Elective classes include Art, Music, 
Symphonic Band, Business, Japanese 
History, Marketing, Law, Digital 
Design, and Photography.  In grades 
11 and 12, eleven college-level 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are 
on offer – these rigorous and highly 
demanding courses offer an excellent 
foundation for future studies.

The Saturday School and After School English programs, 
for ages 3-5, provide an ideal introduction to MBIS for 
non-native speakers. For those already enrolled, the 
programs will supplement their in-class studies and 
accelerate their transition from ELL support to a fully 
independent level. The themed classes are stimulating 
and engaging. Both programs are taught by accredited 
teachers supported by bilingual assistants and small 
class sizes maximize one-on-one attention.
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Athletic Program

Clubs & 
Activities

Student 
Organizations

Model
United Nations

For over twenty-five years MBIS has hosted Japan’s largest 
Model United Nations (MUN) General Assembly (GA).  A 
core component of Social Studies for grades 10-12, students 
are assigned a country which they represent at the three-day 
GA and are responsible for researching its social, political and 
economic situation.  Delegates engage in an in-depth study 
of critical issues faced by the world community and learn 
important skills such as debating, media literacy, conflict 
resolution and compromise. Fast paced and high pressured, the 
program is an exciting opportunity to utilize knowledge and 
skills in an authentic, real-world scenario.

MBIS offers participation in several student organizations, 
including branches of the National Honor Society (NHS) 
and the Global Issues Network (GIN), the Marist Athletic 
Association, and Elementary and Upper School Student 
Councils.  Each organization is student-centered and allows 
opportunities for students to develop citizenship, instil 
leadership and a sense of responsibility, and volunteer service 
to the school and wider community.  Furthermore, this 
involvement brings about a closer relationship between the 
students, faculty, and administration.
   

MBIS strongly encourages students to develop their school 
spirit and enrich their school lives by becoming involved in 
extracurricular activities.  Students find these activities to be 
very rewarding, memorable, and a valuable part of their overall 
personal growth.  Clubs and activities on offer include: Robotics; 
Cheerleading; Karate; Chess; Skateboarding; Calligraphy; and 
Flower Arranging.  An intermural sports program for grades 
1-6 includes beach ball volleyball, futsal, basketball, baseball, 
and softball.  This program provides a great foundation for later 
participation in Middle School and Varsity inter-school sport.

MBIS has a very proud athletic tradition.  Despite its relatively small size, the school 
has managed to acquire an impressive list of championships throughout the years.  
Our Middle School (grades 4-8) and Varsity (grades 9-12) programs currently offer: 
Volleyball, Soccer, Basketball, (Boys) Baseball and (Girls) Softball.  We compete in 
regional leagues and tournaments against other international and US base schools, as 
well as occasionally coming up against teams from as far away as Tokyo and Hokkaido.  
Campus games and tournaments are organized by the very popular Marist Athletic 
Association (MAA), providing opportunities for students to work behind the scenes, 
as well as on the court. 
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Life at MBIS

Food Fair - a fantastic 
celebration of fun and food!

Pumpkin Festival
(Halloween)

Senior Graduation

Elementary Sports Day
The MBIS band performs

Service trip - Vietnam

Montessori Graduation
Marist Athletic Association 

dance performance
Field trip - Mt. Rokko

Sledding

Japan Culture Week - 
Tea Ceremony

Upper School Orientation -
teamwork in action!

Marist Cafe performance-
fundraising for charity

Christmas Concert

A student band hits the stage
Spirit Week - coming together 

to celebrate our diversity

Summer School field trip
Senior trip - Okinawa

Sports Day

There’s always something happening!
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August
School begins

September
Upper School Orientation
Elementary Sports Day

October
Pumpkin Festival (Halloween)
Spring Break
 

November
Food Fair

December
Christmas Concert & Brunch
Winter Break

January
Semester Exams

February
Japan Culture Week
Model United Nations

March
Tea Ceremony
Spring Break

April
Sports Day
Spirit Week
Spring Band Concert

May
AP/Senior Exams
Founder’s Day
Annual Award Ceremonies

June
Final Exams
Graduation
School ends
Summer School begins
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How to Apply
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Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Connect your child to the world!

MBIS alumni have gone on to 
attend some of the world’s finest 
universities and colleges, including:

USA: Harvard, MIT, University 
of Chicago, UPenn, Colgate, 
UCLA, NYU, UC (Berkely), 
Columbia University, Washington 
University, Boston University,  
Ohio State University, Purdue 
University, Penn State, USC, 
Syracuse University, University of 
Colorado, Stony Brook University. 
University of Florida, Michigan 
State University.
Canada: University of Toronto, 
McGill University, University 
of British Colombia, McMaster 
University, University of Victoria, 
York University, University of 
Ottawa, University of Western 
Ontario.
Japan: Waseda University, Sophia 
University, Kansai University, 
Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto 
University, International Christian 

University, Kwansei Gakuin 
University, Donshisha University, 
Aoyama Gakuin University, Asian 
Pacific University, Kobe Jogakuin 
University, Hyogo Iryou Daigaku 
University.
Korea: Seoul University, Ewha 
Women’s University, Kyung Hee 
University.

Australia: Bond University, 
University of Sydney, University 
of NSW, Macquarie University, 
University of Adelaide.
India: SRM University, Crescent 
Engineering College, Nehru 
Memorial College, Sydenham 
Institute of Management, Manipal 
University, Jai Hind College.

Asia: Singapore Management 
University, University of Malaya. 
UK & Europe: Middlesex 
University, Westminster University, 
East London University, Canterbury 
Christ Church University, Franklin 
College (Switzerland), Jacobs 
University (Germany), Copenhagen 
Business School (Denmark).

To find out more about MBIS, including the current fee structure, and download 
application forms, visit our website: www.marist.ac.jp and click on ‘Admissions’, 
or contact our office (see back cover for details).

Complete and submit the application form to our main office.  The school will contact 
you and provide a testing date for your child.  Note: MBIS accepts students throughout 
the school year.

Upon notification, successful applicants are required to submit completed health forms, 
course selection information, purchase uniforms, and pay the required fees.
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Marist Brothers International School
1-2-1 Chimori-cho, Suma-ku, Kobe, 

Hyogo, 654-0072
Tel: (078) 732 6266
Fax: (078) 732 6268

Email: info@marist.ac.jp   Website: www.marist.ac.jp 

MBIS is accredited by: MBIS is a member of:


